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Robert Frost Prescribed Burn April 2023
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Discussion Items

• Products and Services

• Meteorological Data

• Observation during the Red Flag Event

• Coordination/Collaboration 

• Comments from our Fire Weather Users
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Product Timeline

• First Fire Weather Watch/Red Flag Warning Since 5 April 

2021.

• Fire Weather Watch issued at 1111 AM on 10 April 2023.

• Upgraded to Red Flag Warning at 208 AM on 11 April 

2023.

• Special Weather Statement issued for St Lawrence Valley 

on 11 April 2023 for dry fine fuels, marginally low relative 

humidity, gusty winds and moderate fire danger.
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Fire Danger Rating for Vermont and New York on 11-12 April 2023
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Red Flag Warning for Champlain Valley and Lower Connecticut River Valley Fire Weather 
Zones from 10 AM to 10 PM

Red Flag Warning from 
10 AM to 10 PM on 11 

April 2023
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Fire Weather Watch
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• Fire Weather Watch:

• Wind gusts 15 to 25 
mph, localized near 40 
mph downslope areas 
of the eastern Dacks

• Minimum RH’s 20 to 
35%

• Temperatures in the 
lower to mid 60s
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Red Flag Warning

7

• High end Red Flag 
Event with stronger 
winds and lower RH’s:

• Wind gusts 30 to 40 
mph, localized near 50 
mph downslope areas 
of the eastern Dacks

• Minimum RH’s 20 to 
30%

• Very warm 
temperatures mid 60s 
to lower70s
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Special Weather Statement
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Wind Advisory
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Meteorological Conditions
7 Day Observed Precipitation
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Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly for 8 April 2023
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3 Day Precipitation Ending 8 AM on 9 April 2023
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Current Snow Depth as of 7 AM on 9 April 2023
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Surface Analysis at 2 PM on 11 April 2023 
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HREF 10 Meter Wind Gust 
at 1 PM on 11 April 2023

HREF 2 Meter Min Relative Humidity 
at 1 PM on 11 April 2023

Min Relative Humidity <30% Wind gusts 25 to 40 mph in Champlain Valley 
where fine fuels were dry and snow free

HREF 10 Meter Wind Gust and Minimum Relative Humidity at 1 PM on 11 April 2023
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Forecast Min RH and Max Wind Gust Tuesday
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Observed Min RH and Peak Winds on 11 April 2023
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Notes on Coordination/Collaboration
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Work log Entry on 10 April 2023 at 830 AM 
with regards to Fire Weather Watch
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Additional Coordination on the Evening Shift of 

10 April 2023
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Additional Coordination Early Morning on 

11 April 2023
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Thoughts on Upgrade to Red Flag 

• 7 to 10 Day Precipitation was 0.25 to 0.50 per NY State Meso-net.

• Media reports of brush fires on previous day in Champlain Valley.

• Poor RH recoveries occurred overnight into Red Flag Day

• Very gusty winds were anticipated, especially northern NY with 

critically dry humidities. 

• Excellent overall coordination with our partners. 

• Several fire reported caused by downed electrical lines across the 

area. 
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